NEWSYANALYSIS NO. 1-1045 JULY 2, 1976 
FRED GALVAR 


THE ARERICAN DREAH--TWO HUHORED YEARS YOUNG 


ANNCR: MEUS ANALYST FRED GALVAN HAS THESE THOUGHTS AS AMERICANS 
CELEBRATE Oi! THE FOURTH OF JULY THEIR BICENTENNIAL AS AN INDEPENDENT 
NATION. 

VOICE: A GROUP OF FIFTY-SIX MEN GATHERED IN A ROOM OF THE STATE 
HOUSE Il! PHILADELPHIA T\!0 HUNDRED YEARS AGO CSUNDAY). AFTER MANY WEEKS 
OF DISCUSSION AND EVEN WRANGLING, THEY HAC REACHED A DECISION--TO 
APPROVE A DECLARATIGi! OF INDEPENDENCE FOR BRITAIM'S THIRTEEN COLONIES 
Tu) MORTH AMERICA, THEY CAME FROM VARIED BACKGROUNDS~-SOHE WERE 
FARHERS, LANDOUNERS, LAYERS, DOCTORS, FINANCIERS, CLERGYHEN, 
MERCHAHTS -- OUE OF THEN WAS A SEA CAPTAH, ANOTHER A FORMER 
IRDENTURED SERVANT. MOST MERE SELF-1iADE HEL. ALL REPRESELTED AN 
ELITE ANONG THEIR FELLOU-COLONISTS In TERMS OF WEALTH OR 
ACCOHPLISHHENTS. THEY REPRESENTED WHAT ONE OF THEI, JOHN ADAIS OF 
MASSACHUSETTS ADMITTED WAS A MINGRITY OF THE COLONISTS~--OiHE-THIRD. 
THE OTHER T::0-THIRDS WERE DIVIDED SETWEEH COLONISTS LOYAL TO THE 
BRITISH CROWN, AHD THOSE WHO MERE NEUTRAL IN THE WAR CETWEEN THE 
COLONIES AHD SRITAIN THAT ALREADY VAS A YEAR OLD. AMONG THE HEN 
GATHERED IN THE STATE HOUSE SOME WERE FRIGHTENED AT WHAT THEY WERE 
ACOUT TO DO. ALL YIERE AMED--AUD DETERIINED TO CARRY THROUGH THEIR 
TASK, EVEN THOUGH THEY RISKED DEATH FOR TREASON UNDER SRITISH LAW, 
BUT, AS THE DOCUHENT BEFORE THEI? SAYS IN ITS FINAL WORDS, THEY HAD 
ALREADY DECIDED TO "MUTUALLY PLEDGE TO EACH OTHER OUR LIVES, OUR 
FORTUNES AND OUR SACRED HO0UR." 

THEIR DECISION TOUCHED OFF REPERCUSSIONS THAT ARE STILL FELT~- 
NOT OWLY IN THE COUNTRY IT CREATED, BUT IN NATIO#S AROUND THE WORLD. 


THAT DOCUMENT EMBODIED TIMELESS DENOCRATIC PRINCIPLES. THEY STRETCH 
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AS FAR CACK AS THE GREEK PHILOSOPHERS PLATO, SOCRATES AND PARTICULARLY 
ARISTOTLE. AT LEAST SOME OF THOSE PRINCIPLES FOUND EXPRESSIONS IN 


ROMAN LAN AND THE WORKS OF SEVEi: 


ZENTH AND EIGHTEENTH CENTURY SRITISH, 
FRENCH, ITALIAN AND SPANISH PHILOSOPHERS AND POLITICAL THINKERS. 

THE PRINCIPLES UNDERLYING THE DECLARATIO!! OF INDEPENDENCE OWE MUCH 

TO THE WRITINGS OF THE ENGLISHIIAN JOHI! LOCKE, IF THE MAIN THRUST OF 
THE DECLARATION CAN BE SUMMARIZED, IT SAYS IN EFFECT THAT GOVERNMENT 
WITHOUT REPRESENTATION IS TYRAMNY, AND THAT PEOPLE HAVE THE SACRED 
DUTY TO REVOLT AGAINST TYRANI'Y IN DEFENSE OF THEIR GOD-GIVEN, 
UNALTENABLE RIGHTS. AND THE DECLARATION SUMS UP THESE RIGHTS AS “LIFE, 
LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPI!:zss." 

COPT) THE CONCEPT CONTAINED IN THE DECLARATIO:! FIRED THE IMA~ 
GINATIONS OF MEH FAR RENOVED FROM; THE THIRTEEN COLONTES--i:sEN SUCH AS 
KOSSUTH, Tiit HUNGARIAN PATRIOT; PULASKI, THE POLISH CAVALRY LEADER 
UNDER WASHINGTON; THE GERHAI! VOii STEUSEN, HASHIMNGTON'S DRILL-MASTER; 
THE FRENCHNEM LAFAYETTE, ROCHAIISEAU, D'ESTAING-~-A NAHE FATILIAR 
IN OUR TINES BECAUSE OF HIS DESCE'IDANT--THE SPAIIARD GALVEZ, THE 
LIBERATOR OF THE COLONIES' SOUTHE™! FLATIK; AND THE VENEZUELAN 
MIRANDA, MENTOR OF SIiiOH BOLIVAR, SOUTH AMERICA'S GREAT LIBERATOR. 
ALL THESE, IH ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, CARRIED THE CONCEPT TO THEIR 
LANDS--SONE WITH SUCCESS, OTHERS WITHOUT, AND IN MODERN ASIA, 

AFRICA AND ELSEWHERE THE THOUGHT BEHIND THE WORDS OF THE 
DECLARATION LIVES ON. CEND OPT) 

THAT CONCEPT CALSO) LIVES ON IN THE UNITED STATES, WHERE THE 
DECISION TAKEN IN PHILADELPHIA Ti! CENTURIES AGO 1S REFLECYED IN THE 
AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE, WITH ITS CHARACTERISTIC PASSION FOR IMPROVENENT 
AND CHANGE, THAT DECISION STILL LIVES IN THE TREMENDOUS BODY OF LAWS 


WHICH HAVE TRIED TO GIVE SUGSTANCE TO THE WORDS "LIFE, LIBERTY AND THE 
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PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS"=-IH SUCH AREAS, FOR INSTANCE AS CIVIL RIGHTS. 
THERE HAVE BEEN SETCACKS AND DISAPPOINTHENTS ALONG THE ROAD, BUT THERE 
HAVE ALSO BEEN SUCCESSES FAR OUTVEIGIING THEN. THE WORK GOES ON, 
AND THE AGENDA IS LONG -- BUT THE WORK GOES ON. 

Tt: SUL, WHILE THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE IS LONG OVER, THE 
REVOLUTION 15 NOT. 


END 


